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Amendment to the Claims : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims : 

1 . (currently amended) A video content transmitting system having a plurality 
of video content transmitting servers and being capable of transmitting requested 
video contents in response to a request from any of video content play terminals 
connected via a network to said plurality of video content transmitting servers, said 
video content transmitting system comprising: 

means for storing information of a plurality of network protocolsprotoeel 
capable of video content transmission between the plurality of video content play 
terminalst efmmal and the plurality of v ideo content transmitting serverss efvef, said 
means for storing information notwork protoco l i nformat i on otoring moans including a 
table of protocols for facilitating communication for each combination of one of the 
plurality of said video content transmitting serverssefver and one of the plurality of 
said video content play ^^^"^ wherein the table indicates a correlation 
hPtween each nf the plurality nf protocols an d a corresponding combination of one of 
the plurality of said video intent trans m ittinn servers and one of the plurality of 
video conte nt play terminals, and 

means for selecting a video content transmitting server from the plurality of 
video content transmitting servers based on a protocol determination of the protocols 
of the table in respect of the video content play terminal issuing the request to 
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thereby determine the video content transmitting server capable of transmitting said 
requested video contents to the video content play terminal requesting said video 
content transmission. 

2. (canceled) 

3. (previously presented) A video content transmitting system according to 
claim 1 , wherein: 

said network includes at least a first network and a second network, in one 
transmission mode, the first network is used when a video content transmission 
request is transmitted to the video content transmitting system from the video 
content play terminal and the second network is used when the video contents are 
transmitted from the video content transmitting server to the video content play 
terminal in response to said video content transmission request; and 
said video content transmitting system further comprises: 
means for storing an address for identifying the video content play terminal 
that issued the video content transmission request via the first network and an 
address for identifying the video content play terminal receiving the video contents 

via the second network; and 

means for determining a video content destination address to which the video 
contents are transmitted, in accordance with the stored addresses of the video 
content play terminal on the first and second networks. 
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4. (currently amended) A video content transmitting system having a plurality 
of video content transmitting servers and being capable of transmitting requested 
video contents in response to a request from any of a video content play terminals 
connected via a network to said plurality of video content transmitting servers, said 
video content transmitting system comprising: 

means for storing information of a plurality of network protocolsp reteeot 
capable of video content transmission between the plurality of video content play 
terminalst efmma* and the plurality of v ideo transmitting serve rss efvef, said means 
fnr atnrinn information notwor l c protocol informat i on stor i ng moane including a table of 
protocols for facilitating communication for each combination of one of the plurality of 
wiripn content transmitting serverss ervef and one of the plurality of video content play 
wmin^tmmtoa i wherein t h « table indicates a correlation between each of the 
plurality of protocols and a corresponding c ombination of one of the plurality of said 
wingn content transmitting serv ^^ *nri one of the plurality of video content play 
terminals , and 

means for selecting video content transmitting tefmtf^seo/eisjrom the 
plurality of video content transmitting servers based on a protocol determination te-of 
the protocols of the table in respect of the request issuing terminal; 

means for managing information of a total available bandwidth for video 
content transmission of a network route between each video content play terminal 
and each video content transmitting server, and information of a bandwidth now in 
use for the video content transmission, said managing means including a table 
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storing information indicative of a correlation between each network route, the total 
available bandwidth, and the bandwidth now in use; 

bandwidth calculating means for calculating a bandwidth of the network route 
to be used for transmission of requested video contents; and 

transmission processing means for determining the video content transmitting 
server capable of transmitting the requested video contents to the requested video 
content play terminal among the plurality of video content transmitting servers, in 
accordance with the total available bandwidth, the bandwidth now in use in the table 
and the calculated bandwidth necessary for video content transmission determined 
by said bandwidth calculating means. 

5. (canceled) 

6. (previously presented) A video content transmitting system according to 
claim 4, wherein: 

the network includes at least a first network and a second network, in one 
transmission mode, the first network is used when a video content transmission 
request is transmitted to the video content transmitting system from the video 
content play terminal and the second network is used when the video contents are 
transmitted from the video content transmitting server to the video content play 
terminal in response to said video content transmission request; and 
said video content transmitting system further comprises: 
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means for storing an address for identifying the video content play terminal 
that issued the video content transmission request via the first network and an 
address for identifying the video content play terminal receiving the video contents 
via the second network; and 

means for determining a video content destination address to which the video 
contents are transmitted, in accordance with the stored addresses of the video 
content play terminal on a first terminal on the first and second networks. 

7. (currently amended) A video content transmitting system having a plurality 
of video content transmitting servers and being capable of transmitting requested 
video contents in response to a request from any of a video content play terminals 
connected via a network to said plurality of video content transmitting servers, said 
video content transmitting system comprising: 

means for storing information of a plurality of network protocolspfeteeet 
usable for video content transmission between the plurality of video content play 
terminalst efmma* and the plurality of v ideo content transmitting temw^seryers, said 
network protocol information storing means including a table of protocols for 
facilitating communication for each combination of one of the plurality of video 
content transmitting serverss efvef and on* of the plurality of video content play 
lamim ^^,^i ^rain thft tahle indicates a correlation between each of the 
plurality of protocols and a correspond s combination of one of the plurality of said 
video content transmitting servers and one of the plurality of video content play 



terminals ; 
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means for managing information of a total available bandwidth for video 
content transmission of a network route between each video content play terminal 
and each video content transmitting server, and information of a bandwidth now in 
use for the video content transmission; 

bandwidth calculating means for calculating a bandwidth of the network route 
to be used for transmission of requested video contents; and 

transmission processing means for selecting a video content transmitting 
terminal from the plurality of video content transmitting servers based on a protocol 
determination teof the protocols of the table in respect of the request issuing terminal 
to thereby determine the video content transmitting server capable of transmitting the 
requested video contents to the requested video content play terminal, in 
accordance with the stored network protocol information and/or in accordance with 
the total available bandwidth, the bandwidth now in use and the calculated 
bandwidth necessary for video content transmission. 

8. (previously presented) A video content transmitting system according to 
claim 7, wherein: 

the network includes at least a first network and a second network having a 
transmission bandwidth larger than a transmission bandwidth of the first network, the 
first network is used when a video content transmission request is transmitted to the 
video content transmitting system from the video content play terminal and the 
second network is used when the video contents are transmitted from the video 
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content transmitting server to the video content play terminal in response to the 

video content transmission request; and 

said video content transmitting system further comprises: 

means for storing an address for identifying the video content play terminal 

that issued the video content transmission request via the first network and an 

address for identifying the video content play terminal receiving the video contents 

via the second network; and 

means for determining a video content destination address to which the video 

contents are transmitted, in accordance with the stored addresses of the video 

contents play terminal on the first and second networks. 

9. (currently amended) A video content transmitting method for a video 
content transmitting system having a plurality of video content transmitting servers 
and being capable of transmitting requested video contents in response to a request 
from any of video content play terminals connected via a network to said plurality of 
video content transmitting servers, said video content transmitting method 
comprising the steps of: 

preparing a table for storing information of a plurality of network 
protocolse feteeef capable of video content transmission between the plurality of 
video content play terminalst efmmal and the plurality of video content transmitting 
serverss ervef, said table of protocols for facilitating communication for each 
combination of ™» "fth* nluralitv of said video content transmitting sen£ersservef 
and nno of thft nluralitv of said video content play temoinajstefff ^, wherein the 
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table indicates a correlation between each of th e plurality of protocols and a 
corresponding combination of one of the plurali ty of said video content transmitting 
servers and one of the plurality of video conte nt olav terminals: and 

selecting a video content transmitting server from the plurality of video content 
transmitting servers based on a protocol determination of the protocols of the table in 
respect of the video content play terminal issuing the request to thereby determine 
the video content transmitting server capable of transmitting said video contents to a 
relevant video content play terminal requesting video content transmission, in 
accordance with said network protocol information stored in said table, said table 
storing a name of each network protocol capable of video content transmission 
between each terminal and each video content transmitting server. 

1 0. (currently amended) A video content transmitting method for a video 
content transmitting system having a plurality of video content transmitting servers 
and being capable of transmitting requested video contents in response to a request 
from any of video content play terminals connected via a network to said plurality of 
video content transmitting servers, said video content transmitting method 

comprising the steps of: 

storing information of a pJunalitxQLnetwork pj^t^colsBfeteeel capable of video 

content transmission between the plurality of video content play terminalst efmmal 
and the plurality of v ideo content t ransmitting serversservef in a storage device, said 
storage device including a table of protocols for facilitating communication for each 
combination of one of the plura lity nf video content transmitting serverssefvef and 
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one of the plurality of video content plav terminalste fmiftat . wherein the ta ble 
indicates a correlation between each of the plur ality of protocols and a corresponding 
combination of one of the plurality of said video c ontent transmitting servers and one 
of the plurality of video content p lav terminals. 

selecting video content transmitting terminals from the plurality of video 
content transmitting servers based on a protocol determination t©-of_the protocols of 
the table in respect of the request issuing terminal; 

managing information of a total available bandwidth for video content 
transmission of a network route between each video content play terminal and each 
video content transmitting server, and information of a bandwidth now in use for 
video content transmission, said managing using information stored in a second 
table indicative of a correlation between each network route, the total available 
bandwidth, and the bandwidth now in use; 

calculating a bandwidth of the network route to be used for transmission of 

requested video contents; and 

determining the video content transmitting server capable of transmitting the 
requested video content play terminal among the plurality of video content 
transmitting servers, in accordance with the total available bandwidth, the bandwidth 
now in use in the second table and the calculated bandwidth necessary for video 
content transmission determined by said bandwidth calculation. 



1 1 . (currently amended) A video content transmitting method for a > 
content transmitting system having a plurality of video content transmitting 
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and being capable of transmitting requested video contents in response to a request 
from any of video content play terminals connected via a network to said plurality of 
video content transmitting servers, said video content transmitting method 
comprising the steps of: 

preparing a table for storing information of a plurality of network protoco l 
protocols usable for video content transmission between the plurality of video 
content play terminalst efmma4 and the plurality of video content transmitting 
servers oorvor, said table of protocols for facilitating communication for each 
combination of nns of the plurality of v ideo content transmitting server and one of the 
plurality of video content play tejmiD^terfflmaJ wherein the table indicates a 
rnrrelation between each nf the plurality nf protocols and a corresponding 
combination of one of the plurality v ideo content plav terminals, 

managing information of a total available bandwidth for video content 
transmission of a network route between each video content play terminal and each 
video content transmitting server, and information of a bandwidth now in use for 
video content transmission; 

calculating a bandwidth of the network route to be used for transmission of a 

requested video contents; and 

selecting a video content transmitting terminal from the plurality of video 
content transmitting servers based on a protocol determination te^Hhe protocols of 
the table in respect of the request issuing terminal to thereby determine the video 
content transmitting server capable of transmitting the requested video contents to 
the requested video content play terminal, in accordance with the stored network 
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protocol information and/or in accordance with the total available bandwidth, the 
bandwidth now in use and the calculated bandwidth necessary for video content 
transmission, said table storing a name of each network protocol capable of video 
content transmission between each terminal and each video content transmitting 
server. 

12. (previously presented) A video content transmitting method according to 
claim 1 1 , wherein said table for storing information of a network protocol usable for 
video content transmission between the video content play terminal and the video 
content transmitting terminal can select a network protocol in accordance with the 
request by the video content play terminal and a network infrastructure. 

13. (previously presented) A video content transmitting system according to 
claim 7, wherein said network information storing means includes a table storing a 
name of each network protocol capable of video content transmission between each 
terminal and each video content transmitting server, 

wherein said bandwidth information managing means includes a table storing 
information indicative of a relation between each network route, the total available 
bandwidth and the bandwidth now in use. 
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